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Constitution
Church Housing Trust was founded in 1984.  It is a 
registered charity, Charity Registration No. 802801, 
and also a company limited by guarantee, Company 
Registration No. 2453957 (England and Wales).  The 
charity is exempt under Section 30 of the Companies Act 
1985 from using the word “limited” as part of its name.

Members’ liability
In the event of the company being wound up, members 
and those within one year of ceasing to be members, are 
required to contribute an amount not exceeding £1 per 
person.

Principal aims and activities
Church Housing Trust’s principal objective is to raise 
funds to benefit homeless people and those in housing 
need, and in particular those cared for by Riverside ECHG 
(formerly known as English Churches Housing Group).  

Grant making policy
Riverside ECHG makes applications to Church Housing 
Trust to fund a number of projects each year;  other 
organisations can contact Church Housing Trust directly, 
but should note that the funds available are likely to be 
limited.  Decisions are approved by the Church Housing 
Trust board of trustee directors.  The spending of monies 
raised for these projects is monitored through reports and 
visits to the projects.

Structure and management reporting
The overall responsibility for the charity lies with the 
trustee directors who have delegated the day to day 
management of the charity to the Chief Executive.  The 
trustee directors meet three times a year to review progress, 
discuss policy issues and agree strategy.  The principal staff 
comprise the Chief Executive, Trust Fundraising Manager 
and Trust Administrator.  
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Church Housing Trust raises charitable 
funds to support Riverside ECHG’s work 
with homeless and vulnerable people. 
Riverside ECHG runs a wide range of 
supported housing schemes in England, 
including hostels, day centres, projects for 
people with specific problems such as drug 
or alcohol dependency, accommodation for 
homeless families, mother and baby units, 
women’s refuges, temporary housing for 
ex-Service personnel, accommodation 
for people with learning disabilities, and 
young people’s foyers.

As a  housing association and registered 
social landlord, Riverside ECHG receives 
statutory funding for its core work only. 
The additional funds raised by Church 
Housing Trust significantly enhance the 
quality and scope of the services and 
facilities provided for the residents at the 
schemes and assist Riverside ECHG in its 
vital work of rehabilitating and resettling 
homeless people.  

Priorities  are agreed with Riverside 
ECHG management and staff. We try to 
ensure that there is a good geographical 
spread of projects so that as many residents 
as possible will benefit. As a general 
principle, Church Housing Trust aims to 
provide a balance between funding which 
will immediately improve the quality 
of residents’ lives, and supporting them 
in finding long-term solutions to their 
problems as they prepare for independent 
living and, where possible, employment, 
training or education. In this way, Church 
Housing Trust plays a vital role, both in 
sustaining existing work and providing 
the funds to develop new ‘added value’ 

projects which are beyond the scope of 
statutory funding sources. These projects 
are carefully monitored and reports are 
sent to funders as agreed with them when 
the funding was secured.

We have continued to raise funds for a 
diversity of needs, including outings and 
activities; vocational training courses; 
welcome packs for residents first arriving 
at the schemes; resettlement grants 
for those moving on to independent 
accommodation; counselling sessions; 
residents’ training kitchens; support 
groups for residents with particular needs; 
and also certain staff posts for which 
statutory monies are not available.

During the past year over 3,500 people of 
all ages were helped by the schemes we 
support.

Thanks to funding from 
Church Housing Trust, 
residents from Reading’s 
Hamble Court enjoyed a 
day’s outing at Thorpe Park 
in the summer.
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Welfare for Hostel Residents
Church Housing Trust provides welfare, 
resettlement and training funds for more 
than 80 Riverside ECHG supported 
housing schemes in England. These funds 
help the residents from the day they first 
arrive at a hostel right through to the time 
of resettlement. They may be used to cover 
anything from a small welcome pack 
containing toiletries, foodstuffs and items 
of clothing; modest gifts and festivities at 
Christmas; necessary travel expenses; the 
cost of enrolling on a training course; to 
outings and leisure activities which are 
so valuable in developing people’s social 
skills and building their self-confidence. 
When residents are ready to move on to 
independent living, we are able to offer 
resettlement grants for basic household 
items such as furniture and kitchen 
equipment.

Resettlement
Supported housing accommodation is only 
intended as a temporary stepping stone 
from homelessness to independent living. 
The aim is that all residents will move on 
to live completely independently, usually 
within two years, in either local authority 
or private housing. This can be make 
or break time for previously homeless 
people as they will have far fewer support 
systems in place and may also suffer from 
loneliness and isolation.

Church Housing Trust provides the 
funding for resettlement grants to assist 
hostel residents who are moving on to 
their own homes with grants to a usual 
maximum of £250 per person. They 
are awarded in cases where they would 
otherwise experience hardship, where no 
other grants are available to help them, or 
where such grants fall short of the need.

A member of hostel staff will go shopping 
with the resident, and items purchased 
could include things such as beds and 
bedding, cookers, fridges, microwave 
ovens, tables and chairs, curtains, kitchen 
utensils and cutlery, armchairs and similar 
household items. 

The resettlement grants funded by Church 
Housing Trust afford support and comfort 
at a time when the recipients could be at 
risk of slipping back into old dependencies 
and addictions, helping to ensure a 
successful transition from homelessness 
to independent living, thus preventing 
them from being stuck in the “revolving 
door of homelessness”.

Funding for Welcome 
Packs

Funding from Church 
Housing Trust in the past 
year has provided more 
than 150 welcome packs 
of toiletries and food for 
new arrivals at hostels.

“Words can’t describe how I 
felt when I was given such 
a warm welcome, some 
clean clothes and so much 
help and understanding.  
The staff sorted me out 
and set me on the road to 
recovery.”  
‘Michaela’, 33, Birmingham



Aldershot - Self-build log cabin project
Residents and staff at Mike Jackson 
House, a supported housing project for 
ex-Service personnel, identified the need 
for an out-building away from the main 
hostel to provide a quiet and tranquil place 
for residents to relax, where keyworking 
and training sessions can be held, where 
social activities can take place and where 
joint activities with partner organisations 
can be accommodated. Church Housing 
Trust launched an appeal in the summer 
of 2010 to raise the funds to purchase 
and equip a log cabin, which will be 
constructed by some of the residents 
using skills they gained whilst serving in 
the armed forces.

Brixton – Employment Support 
Programme
This is an appeal to raise funds to establish 

a pilot Employment Support Programme 
for the residents of a hostel for homeless 
people in Brixton in the London Borough 
of Lambeth. The hostel, ‘Acre Lane’, 
provides 24-hour housing and support 
to 35 homeless men and women aged 
between 18 – 65 with medium to high 
mental health problems.

The programme is being undertaken 
because the majority of residents have not 
had the opportunity to be involved in work 
activities due to a cycle of mental health 
relapse and a low level of motivation for 
work. Working with local businesses that 
have a strong relationship with the hostel, 
the programme equips residents with the 
knowledge, skills, practical experience 
and confidence required to engage 
positively in employment in the future.

Recent and Current Appeals
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Unemployment had become a way of 
life for most of the residents at Acre 
Lane in Brixton.  Many found themselves 
trapped in a cycle where no regular 
income meant no home and without 
permanent accommodation it was difficult 
to get a job.  The employment support 
programme funded by Church Housing 
Trust has made a real difference to the 
hostel; there is now a sense of vibrancy, 
and the culture has changed from one of 
apathy and exclusion to active interest in 
wanting to work.  

One resident commented: “I would have probably ended up in 
prison, but I’m now clear of drugs and best of all I’ve worked as 
a trainee and I’m ready to move on.”
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Cambridge – Training kitchen
This appeal was launched in May 2010 
and successfully raised £22,141 for a 
training kitchen at Willow Walk, a hostel 
for former rough sleepers with high and 
complex support needs.

Cambridge – Youth achievement 
awards
Cambridge Youth Foyer is a supported 
housing scheme for homeless and 
vulnerable young people aged 16 
– 25. CHT is raising funds for a ‘Youth 
Achievement Award’ programme there, 
the aim of which is to give each participant 
the best possible chance of acquiring the 
life skills and confidence they need to live 
independently and find employment or 
training.

Catterick – New project for ex-Services 
personnel
It is estimated that around 10% of the 
homeless population in England are ex-
Service personnel. Although the majority 
of Service leavers settle well into civilian 
life, a small but significant minority 
remain vulnerable for well documented 
reasons.  Some find it hard adapting to life 
outside the armed forces having served 
for many years, some will have suffered 
a breakdown of family relationships and 
some will have to cope with physical or 
mental injuries obtained during their time 
serving.

‘The Beacon’ is a new supported housing 
project for ex-Service personnel located 
in Catterick, North Yorkshire, opening 
in August 2011 and comprising 31 self 
contained apartments. The land has been 
gifted by the Ministry of Defence, and 
the building costs are being funded by 
the Department of Communities and 

Local Government, but this funding 
does not stretch to all  the furnishings 
and equipment. The aim of this appeal 
is therefore to raise the necessary funds 
for these items that will make such a 
difference to the scheme and really 
enhance the residents’ chances of moving 
on to independent civilian living.

GOALS training programme (Gaining 
Opportunities and Living Skills)
This major new appeal, launched at the 
end of 2010, is aiming to raise £91,000 
over three years to fund a motivational 
and inspirational training programme 
– GOALS – for residents of Riverside 
ECHG’s supported housing schemes 
nationwide. The programme is designed 
to instil in the residents the confidence, 
self-esteem and purpose they need to 
break the cycle of homelessness and 
to move on into their own independent 
accommodation, becoming actively 
engaged with employment, training or 
education.

Kensington and Chelsea – IT training 
suite
This appeal is for £8,000 to equip a new 
IT Training Suite at the Elsham Road 
Project, a hostel for former rough sleepers 
based in West London, close to Shepherd’s 
Bush. 

Maidstone – Counselling room
This small appeal successfully raised 
the funds to redecorate and furnish the 
counselling room at Lily Smith House, 
a 42 bed supported housing project in 
Maidstone for homeless men and women 
with mixed needs.
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Manchester – LifeMatters Day Centre
Church Housing Trust continues to 
fund one of the staff posts at the Swan 
Street Day Centre as well as some of its 
programme of therapeutic activities. In 
2010 we also started funding a drama 
group which has already given public 
performances in Manchester and is now 
expanding to include residents of some 
of Riverside ECHG’s supported housing 
schemes locally.

Manchester Prison Visitors’ Centre 
– Play workers and volunteers
Riverside ECHG manages the visitors’ 
centre at HM Prison Manchester 
(formerly Strangeways). The majority 
of the visitors are women and children, 
and it is the first point of contact with the 
prison for families. Some 11,000 children 
pass through each year, and over a third 
of these are young enough to use the play 
area and require careful supervision. 

Church Housing Trust funds two part-
time Play Workers who have a vital role 
in looking after the needs and welfare of 
child visitors, providing them with books 
and other reading materials, educational 
toys, and fun, creative activities like 
painting, card making, collages, and 
model making. Church Housing Trust 
also funds the volunteer costs at the 
Centre.  Funding is in place to cover the 
costs for the 2011/12 financial year, and 
fundraising is ongoing to try to ensure 
further funding beyond then.

The FACE IT Drama Group 
meets once a week at the 
LifeMatters drop in centre 
for homeless people in 
Manchester. 

The group has so far given 
well-received Christmas and 
Easter Shows at Manchester 
Comedy Club and is now 
visiting hostels in the local area 
to give more homeless people 
the opportunity to develop 
their self-confidence and tread 
the boards.

John, a former boxer, said, “The 
drama makes me feel more 
confident and gives me the 
chance to meet new people.  We 
often look at homelessness, or 
drugs and alcohol.  I’ve been in 
all those situations.  I’ve lived 
on the street for half my life, 
twenty years, and in and out of 
prison, but I’m getting my act 
together now.”

Reading -  Alcohol Support Group
This successful appeal has been running 
since January 2010 to fund an Alcohol 
Support Group at the Hamble Court hostel 
in Reading. The original appeal included 
the cost of redecorating and refurnishing 

the meeting room, and this work is now 
complete. We are now continuing to raise 
funds for the running costs. The group is 
well attended, and sufficient funding is in 
place to cover most of 2011/2012.



Future Plans
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Although Riverside ECHG, in common 
with many other housing associations, is 
experiencing government funding cuts, its 
flexible structure means that the impact 
has been limited and it has responded with 
innovative proposals to deliver adapted 
services – cutting its cloth to suit the 
funding available.  Church Housing Trust 
will continue to raise funds to improve the 
lives and future prospects of homeless and 
disadvantaged people being housed and/
or supported by Riverside ECHG, giving 
the ‘added value’ which makes such a 
difference to its work and which is vital 
in ensuring it continues to offer the best 
service for some of the most vulnerable 
people in the country.

We have recently launched an appeal 
to raise the funds for furnishings and 
equipment for a new supported housing 
scheme near Liverpool city centre.

During the course of the year we were 
fortunate in receiving a substantial legacy 
which has gone some way to restoring 
our unrestricted funds after several years 
of depletion.  It has enabled us to restore 
some investment income and to safeguard 
the continuing function of the charity for 
the next four to five years.  This has not, 
however, made us complacent, and we are 
aware of the need to continue to increase 
our unrestricted income in order to 
respond to the many requests for financial 
assistance we receive whether for hostel 
residents, restricted appeal shortfalls or 
additional projects as required and to 
operate the charity.

Our website is being updated and we have 
a digital strategy in place which includes 
social networking sites to increase 
supporters and donors.  Our video, which 
is available on DVD and on our website, 
has proved popular as a short introduction 
to our work and we plan to increase the 
use of this medium.  We shall continue 
with our appeal mailings, newsletters 
and inserts in church and other associated 
publications which are tried and tested 
methods of gaining new donors and 
retaining their support.

We shall continue to expand our extensive 
support from churches, building on the 
existing links we have with diocesan and 
church websites and through our regular 
mailings to parochial church  councils,  and 
we are working with a number of Church 
of England bishops exploring ways in 
which we can make more churchgoers 
aware of our work.

We are continuing to sustain our legacy 
campaign, both in our regular supporter 
mailings and with advertising and other 
publicity to recruit new donors. 

As in previous years, all our work has a 
clear focus – to help rebuild the lives of 
homeless people, giving them the best 
possible chance of successfully resettling 
into independent living.
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During the course of the year many homeless people received 
help from Church Housing Trust with their training in a variety 
of skills, including IT, plumbing, carpentry, cooking, counselling 
and basic literacy and numeracy.  Many benefited from the use of 
equipment and training rooms which were funded by us.  Others 
received specific grants to enable them to travel to their courses 
and buy necessary books and equipment.

‘Amy’ (aged 25) had been sleeping rough, or borrowing  the sofa at her 
friend’s house, for several months after being thrown out of her family 
home before she was accepted into a hostel.  Her unsettled way of life 
made her very angry and frustrated, but after receiving counselling and 
help from hostel staff she adjusted to living with others and became 
much calmer.  A training grant from CHT meant she could realise her 
ambition and buy the essential equipment she needed so that she could 
train as a hairdresser.  “I now have a better chance of getting a job.  
Thank you CHT!”

Funding for training and equipment

One resident who had never 
touched a computer before 
recently started training provided 
by the hostel.  It turned out that he 
had used a typewriter many years 
previously and after two training 
sessions was able to access the 
internet and ‘surf’ the net on his 
own.  He used this to renew some 
friendships and look for jobs.

‘John’ was made redundant when he was 29 and was unable to keep 
up his mortgage payments. His life spiralled downhill as a result as 
he turned to alcohol, had to leave his wife  and children, and resorted 
to living on friends’ sofas.  Eventually he found a place at a hostel 
and received the help he needed to conquer his alcohol dependency.  
When he was confident enough he looked around for a new career, and 
having enjoyed cooking classes at the hostel decided to take it further, 
enrolling at the local college.  He received some funding from Church 
Housing Trust to enable him to buy his own aprons, chef’s hat and other 
equipment which he needed and he is now working in a local restaurant, 
earning enough to secure a tenancy, and pay his rent.  “My life is back 
on track,” he said, “and, most importantly, I not only see my 
kids again, I can cook them good meals!”



Statement of financial activities   Year to 31 March 2011

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
funds funds 2011 2010

£ £ £ £
Income and expenditure
Incoming resources
Incoming resources from generated 
funds
- Voluntary income 374,078 408,442 782,520 710,591
- Investment income 10,655 — 10,655 10,171
Total incoming resources 384,733 408,442 793,175 720,762

Resources expended

Cost of generating funds
- Costs of generating voluntary income 77,950 — 77,950 75,850

Charitable activities

- Assisting homeless people and those in 
housing need 220,555 230,820 451,375 694,024
Governance costs 9,146 — 9,146 8,237

Total resources expended 307,651 230,820 538,471 778,111

Net incoming (outgoing) resources 
before transfers 

                  
77,082

     
177,622

  
254,704

     
(57,349)

Transfer between funds   (13,836) 13,836 — —

Statement of total recognised 
gains and losses
Net income (expenditure) for the year 63,246 191,458 254,704 (57,349)

Unrealised gains on investments 3,718 — 3,718 38,175

Net movement in funds 66,964 191,458 258,422 (19,174)

Balances brought forward                      
at 1 April 2010

                        
198,584

      
258,426

   
457,010

   
476,184

Balances carried forward                      
at 31 March 2011

                
265,548

       
449,884

  
715,432

   
457,010
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31 March 2011  Balance Sheet

2011 2011 2010 2010
£ £ £ £

Fixed assets

Tangible assets 2,279 2,003
Investments 282,113 178,395

284,392 180,398
Current assets

Debtors 10,814 35,950

Cash at bank and in hand 447,812 344,461
458,626 380,411

Creditors: amounts falling due              
within one year (27,586)

               
(103,799)

Net current assets 431,040 276,612

Total net assets 715,432 457,010

Represented by:

Funds and reserves

Income funds

Restricted funds 449,884 258,426

Unrestricted funds

- Designated funds 57,425 71,261

- General funds 208,123 127,323

265,548 198,584

715,432 457,010

           

Approved by the Trustee Directors 
on 28 July 2011
and signed on their behalf by:  
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Trustee Directors’ statement
The Trustee Directors confirm that these summarised financial statements are a summary of the 
information extracted from the full unqualified accounts which were approved by the Board of 
Trustee Directors on 28 July 2011.  A copy of the full accounts of the charity, upon which the auditor 
has reported without qualification, will be delivered to the Charity Commission and to the Registrar 
of Companies.  These summarised accounts may not contain sufficient information to allow for a 
full understanding of the financial affairs of Church Housing Trust.  Further information and the 
full accounts are available by contacting the Company Secretary on 020 7269 1630.

Auditor’s statement to the Trustee Directors of Church Housing Trust
We have examined the summarised financial statements of Church Housing Trust set out on these 
pages.
Respective responsibilities of the Trustee Directors and auditor
The Trustee Directors are trustees of Church Housing Trust for the purpose of charity legislation and 
the directors for the purpose of company law.  They are responsible for preparing the summarised 
financial statements in accordance with applicable United Kingdom law. Our responsibility is 
to report to you our opinion on the consistency of the summarised financial statements with the 
full financial statements,  and its compliance with the relevant requirements of section 427 of the 
Companies Act 2006 and the regulations made thereunder.
Basis of opinion
We conducted our work in accordance with Bulletin 2008/3 issued by the Auditing Practices Board.  
Our report on the charitable company’s full annual financial statements describes the basis of our 
opinion on those financial statements.
Opinion
In our opinion the summarised financial statements are consistent with the full annual financial 
statements of Church Housing Trust for the year ended 31 March 2011 and comply with the 
applicable requirements of section 427 of the Companies Act 2006, and the regulations made 
thereunder.
Buzzacott LLP
Statutory Auditor
130 Wood Street
London EC2V 6DL              29 July 2011
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CHANGES
Our Chief Executive, Jan Bunstead, retired in November 2010 and we should like 
to take this opportunity to thank her for her inspiration, dedication and vision.  Sally 
Isaacs was appointed as Chief Executive in November, having worked closely with Jan 
Bunstead for many years.

We also welcomed Christopher Daws as a new trustee director and our Treasurer, and 
the Rt. Revd. John Packer, Bishop of Ripon and Leeds as a Patron.  

We were sorry to learn of the death of His Honour David Savill, QC, who was a CHT 
Patron for many years, and who, in his retirement, gave a great deal of his time and 
energy to running the highly successful CHT Friends of Leeds group.



We are grateful to our Patrons who play an active and enthusiastic role in the charity and 
whose practical help and generosity are a great encouragement. We are grateful for the many 
donations received from churches, church groups, PCCs, religious communities, friends’ groups 
and individuals, and to those who offer practical support to residents in local hostels.  We also 
gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the many charitable trusts, foundations and 
companies who have donated to our appeals in the course of the year.  Those donating £1,000 or 
more are listed below:
A G Charitable Trust
Aldershot Church of England Services Trust
Allchurches Trust Limited
Anson Charitable Trust
BAE Systems
Ballinger Charitable Trust
Boltini Trust
Jack Brunton Charitable Trust
Noel Buxton Trust
Capital Community Foundation
Cardy Beaver Foundation
Church of Christ the Cornerstone, Milton 
Keynes
Cole Charitable Trust
Diocese of Wakefield
Duchy of Lancaster Benevolent Fund
Ecclesiastical Insurance
Eranda Foundation
Essex Trust
Fulmer Charitable Trust
A M Haworth Charitable Trust
R G Hills Charitable Trust
Holbeck Charitable Trust
Albert Hunt Trust
Michael & Shirley Hunt Charitable Trust

Anton Jurgens Charitable Trust
Beatrice Laing Trust
Michael Marsh Charitable Trust
Mulberry Trust
Dowager Countess Eleanor Peel Trust
Bernard Piggott Trust
Rank Foundation
Sir James Reckitt Charity
Rycroft Children’s Fund
St Luke’s, Orrell
St Martin-in-the-Fields
St Mary’s, Rickmansworth
St Peter’s, Chertsey
Michael Shanly Charitable Trust
Skelton Bounty
Stoller Charitable Trust
Stodden Churches
Strand Parishes Trust
W O Street Charitable Foundation
StreetSmart
Bernard Sunley Charitable Foundation
Douglas Turner Trust
Woodroffe Benton Foundation
Wraxall PCC
Zochonis Charitable Trust

We are also grateful to a number of individuals who have generously donated £1,000 or more 
to Church Housing Trust over the past year.  The limitations of space, and the wish of many to 
remain anonymous, mean that we are unable to acknowledge their generosity with a personal 
mention.
We gratefully  acknowledge legacies from the late Mr R S Grove, Mr R Harris,  Mrs M J Johnson, 
Miss O V Newliff,  Mr H E Sparrow and donations in memory of Natalie Emma Jones and His 
Honour David Savill, QC.
Many churches make gift-in-kind donations such as food, clothing and toiletries to their local 
hostel, especially at Harvest Festival and Christmas. Other groups, such as Mothers’ Unions, are 
also generous in their support. Some hostels benefit from the generosity of local businesses who 
offer goods or services at pro bono or reduced rates.

Acknowledgements
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Church Housing Trust has 
again supported many hostels 
where the residents have been 
learning new skills as they 
have turned their gardens 
into vegetable beds or have 
transformed redundant land 
into patios and welcome 
relaxing areas. 

In one instance, a resident 
enjoyed planning and developing 
the garden so much that, with 
the help of our funding, he 
enrolled on a horticultural course 
and is now working full-time as a 
gardener.

This prize-winning garden at 
Newton House* in Gloucester 
(pictured  above) won the Riverside 
ECHG Supported Housing Scheme 
Garden Competition 2010.
*Newton House is home for 50 men, 
including some disabled residents.

Adam (pictured right), a 
local lad in his 20s, was 

homeless and unemployed 
for a while and was at 
the *STAGES  Academy in 
Middlesbrough for a year.  He 
always liked physical activity and 
kept himself very fit as well as 
making the most of numeracy 
and literacy training. The team at 
STAGES helped him get a job with  
an Outward Bound organisation.

Adam was really excited about 
how his life has changed and was 
so grateful to local fundraisers, 
who raised enough money to 
buy him a rucksack, boots and 
outward bound clothing which he 
urgently needed to start his job.

 *STAGES Academy is  a ground-
breaking new project for 48 homeless 
men and women in Middlesbrough 
which has replaced an old-fashioned, 
outdated hostel.  Each resident 
progresses through three levels of 
a Stages Programme, focusing first 
on identifying and setting goals, then 
moving into self catering flats as 
they use training and other facilities 
to prepare for resettlement, finally 
being helped to move on into their 
own accommodation. 



 Your  donations 

make a difference   

Funding for Resettlement

More than 150 homeless people received funding from 
Church Housing Trust during the course of the year to 
help them with basic furniture and equipment to turn bare 
rooms into homes when they moved on from a hostel.

Violence from her step-father had forced ’Diane’ to leave the 
family home and after living in emergency accommodation she 
was offered a room in a women’s hostel in Birmingham.  She 
enrolled on an apprenticeship scheme in care working at a local 
residential home and was thrilled when she was finally able to 
move into a flat.  She was not earning enough to be able to 
furnish it, so a grant from CHT helped her buy basic kitchen 
items, bedding and material to make her own curtains.

Church Housing Trust’s funding 
enables residents from many 
hostels to go on outings, giving 
them an opportunity to forget 
their troubles for a day, make 
new friends and enjoy a change of 
scene.  Here a resident from  Anchor 
House, a project in Hull which is home 
for 40 men and women who have severe 
and enduring mental health problems, 
is pictured enjoying a trip to Cruckley 
Animal Farm.
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