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Church Homeless Trust is a 
grant giving charity that helps 
thousands of people affected 
by homelessness to rebuild 
their lives each year. 
There are so many reasons someone may 
end up sleeping on the streets. It may be 
the breakdown of a relationship, the result 
of domestic violence, abuse, problems with 
addiction, mental or physical health issues; 
the list goes on. Since March 2020, there 
are even more new faces on the streets as 
people who have lost their jobs in the last 
year have found themselves evicted with 
nowhere to turn.

Even more people end up homeless but 
are invisible to us; sleeping on friends 
sofas, in hostels and shelters, and insecure 
temporary accommodation. Approximately 
1 in every 200 people in England are 
homeless. Every homeless individual’s 
story is unique, and at Church Homeless 
Trust we have learned that anyone could  
- at some point in their lives - end up 
homeless.

So what are we doing about 
it?  At Church Homeless Trust, 
our grants are as unique as 
the people we help; assessed 
to give tailored support where 
it’s most useful. 
That may mean paying for a single-
mother’s  new oven so she can make 
healthy, nutritious meals for her children. 
It may mean paying for an art class for 
veterans, to help them readjust to civilian 
life and receive much-needed support. It 
could be something as simple as putting 
clean clothes on the back of someone 
who’s spent years on the streets. It could 
be as complex as providing a Christmas 
present for 3000 people living in supported 
accommodation.  
 
Church Homeless Trust has been 
supporting homeless people for over 130 
years. We have always believed that a 
home is more than a roof over ones’ head, it 
is a place to belong. We would like to make 
2021/22 the year we help more people 
than ever and we can do it with the help of 
people like you.

Introduction to CHT
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Natalie had to flee her 
home after suffering abuse  
for years at the hands of 
her partner. Her mental 
health suffered terribly, and 
she spent three years on 
the streets, developing a 
harrowing drug addiction. 
Now, after having been 
supported by services, 
she has moved into her 
own place. However, she 
has little money for basic 
necessities.  
 
CHT provided Natalie with 
a washing machine in her 
new home, something 
she desperately needed. 
Now she is rebuilding her 
relationship with her family, 
and is even able to look 
after her grandchildren 
while her daughter, a nurse, 
works long hours in the 
pandemic. 
 

“I feel more confident 
and at ease,... it is 
helping me heal my 
relationship with my 
family.”

When Jerry’s relationship 
with his partner broke 
down, he took nothing with 
him so as not to disrupt the 
life of his young son. Living 
in an unfamiliar city at the 
time, he had no friends or 
family he could fall back on. 
Jerry was homeless  and 
sleeping rough for three 
weeks before he found 
a place in a homeless 
project. He remained there 
for several months, and 
throughout much of the 
pandemic.

Now Jerry is starting to 
get back on his feet and 
is staying in supported 
accommodation. As he 
owns nothing of his own, 
CHT supported him by 
purchasing a cooker and a 
set of pans. Jerry can finally 
cook for himself, for the first 
time in months. 

“Thank you, this is 
going to make a 

massive difference.”

Aretta became homeless in 
2016, a part of the Windrush 
generation that was wrongly 
deemed to be living here 
illegally. Her work permit 
was revoked and her flat 
repossessed, rendering her 
homeless and unable to 
access public funds.

Aretta found a place 
in several shelters and 
churches over the years, 
and now she’s getting 
back on her feet. She 
spends much of her time 
volunteering with charities 
and supporting the most 
vulnerable. She is still 
fighting for the right to 
remain in Britain.  
 
CHT gave her a grant 
to help support her 
volunteering, and all the 
wonderful work she does 
for her community. We paid 
her phone bill and some of 
her travel expenses to help 
keep her out there helping 
others.

A few special stories...
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Digital Inclusion

“Thank you Church 
Homeless Trust!” 
 
After some traumatic early 
years, Brian had been sleeping 
rough for most of his life, 
and struggled with a drug 
addiction and alcoholism. Now, 
after two years in supported 
accommodation and working 
hard to rebuild his life, he has 
his own home which he keeps 
with pride and in immaculate 
condition.  
 
However, living alone in an 
unfamiliar place can be an 
isolating  and lonely experience 
and Brian felt his new home 
was missing something. He felt 
that if he could have a fish tank, 
this would greatly improve his 
well-being as well as giving him 
something to be responsible for 
and look after. 
 
CHT provided a grant for Brian 
to get his own tropical fish tank, 
and he is now far more relaxed. 
He loves his new home and 
spending time watching the 
fish, and feels much less lonely.  
Sometimes, a little company 
goes a long way.

Despite the difficulties of the last year, we’ve found some reasons to be cheerful. 
Whether it’s residents dusting off their pool skills or amazing fundraising 
achievements by our friends at Riverside, here are some reasons to smile!

“I never spoke to 
people and I was 
playing pool on my 
own. I know some 
people now and don’t 
feel so alone.” - 
Harry 
 
There haven’t been many good 
times for residents in homeless 
services over the last year, with 
many finding themselves more 
isolated during the pandemic 
than ever before. 

To help bring residents together 
and bring a little fun back 
into their lives, we provided a 
pool table and a television for 
residents at one service. It has 
made a huge difference to them, 
allowing the residents to form 
friendships with one another 
and engage with support in a 
fun and safe manner. 

Talking over a game of pool 
feels much more natural than 
across a desk, and the benefit 
of residents feeling comfortable 
opening up about their thoughts 
and feelings to those supporting 
them cannot be overstated.

Reasons to be cheerful

Residents at Bolton House 
enjoyed several brilliant events 
over recent months, including 
a BBQ, a buffet and a coffee 
morning.  
 
Food and drink were provided 
in a COVID safe environment by 
staff, and residents were allowed 
to socialise within their bubble. 
It was so important to the 
residents of this service. It’s an 
opportunity to talk to residents 
in an informal environment, 
where they can discuss their 
situation but also have normal, 
day to day conversations they 
might not otherwise have.  
 
This service is part of a 26 week 
program, but Bolton House 
always make sure that move-
on accommodation is found 
before residents move on. Past 
residents are encouraged to 
come to events, and many 
attend for the chance to see the 
staff and old friends. 
 

“It was so 
important in 
the pandemic. 
The events help 
tackle loneliness.”
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How are we using your donations?

ResettlementCOVID support

Christmas Gifts

Personal Support
Therapeutic Activities

Digital Inclusion

753 homeless people 
were helped to move into 

their own home.

1,140 homeless people received 
grants for training, travel, clothing, 

identity papers, toiletries etc.  
More than 1,300 hours of Arts, 

gardening and cooking, including 
over 100 healthy breakfasts.

We bought 250 
devices to enable 

homeless people to 
get online.

Throughout the 
pandemic we’ve provided 
ongoing support to those 

affected.

3,192 homeless 
individuals received 
a Christmas meal 

and gift.

Thanks to your donations we have been able to provide more support grants 
than ever before, in response to the increased demand due to the pandemic. We 
provided tablets, phones and games to those trapped in isolation; PPE for the staff 
running shelters and supported accommodation, and even a Christmas gift for over 
3,000 people who may otherwise have received nothing.



The Rt Revd Dr David Walker; Sir Martin Berthoud KCVO, CMG; Susie Briscoe; David P G Cade; W Peter Cooke CBE; 

Ian Hay Davison CBE; William Guthrie; Rt Revd Michael Turnbull CBE; The Ven. David Woodhouse
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Thomas; Elizabeth Toher

Patrons

Signed ______________________________________________________________  Date ________________________________
Please return your completed form to: Church Homeless Trust, Can Mezzanine, 49-51 East Road, London N1 6AH

Please accept my/our donation of:     £250        £100         £50         £25         £15       Other  £ _______ 
  I enclose a    cheque    /    postal order    /    charity voucher  payable to Church Homeless Trust 
 or charge my       Visa    /    Mastercard    /    CharityCard    /    Maestro

Donate on our website or use the form below

Issue no.   Expiry date  
(Maestro only)

Card number                           Name

Address

Postcode

WHW 2021

 Gift Aid. I want to Gift Aid my donation today, and any future donations I make to Church Homeless Trust.
I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand that other 
taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

We need your postcode to process card donations

M M Y Y

We’d like to send you information about our work up to three times a year. 
If you would prefer not to receive this tick here 
If you would prefer updates by email, please provide your email:

Trustees 

World homeless week will be from 3-10 
October 2021 and is as important as ever 
this year, with many homeless people 
needing extra support after the trying 
year we have had. 

As part of our mission to support 
churches, businesses, communities 
and individuals to support homeless 
people, we provide a pack of free support 
materials for those wanting to get 
involved. 

The World Homeless Week pack can be 
received in print or digitally, and contains 
various posters, activities, worship guides 
and information booklets in order for you 
to have the best possible information 
on supporting homeless individuals and 
Church Homeless Trust’s work. 

Order your pack online at: 
 www.churchhomelesstrust.org.uk/
world-homeless-week or by emailing us 
at comms@churchhomelesstrust.org.uk


